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journal homepage: http: / /www.elsevier .com/locate / josEditorialA forest of creativity and a ﬁring passionThe 31st Annual Research Meeting of the Japanese Orthopaedic of research goals and the publication of the outcome not only give
Association will be held at the Fukuoka Convention Center in
Fukuoka City on the 13th (Thursday) and 14th (Friday) of October
2016. The main theme of this congress is “A Forest of Creativity and
a Firing Passion.” This phrase, hailed as the vision of Kumamoto
University, speaks of a collective forest of individuals who are in
cooperation and communion with one another, and the growing
ﬂame of their combined aspirations. This expresses an attitude to-
wards education and research which constantly strives to
contribute to human well-being. Our country has a tradition in
which orthopedic surgeons, who understand clinical practice, are
also engaged in basic research in the ﬁeld. Many senior orthopedic
surgeons have generated ideas from the viewpoint of clinicians,
and have boldly pursued research topics that have led to the devel-
opment of therapies for patients with musculoskeletal diseases,
through the application of diverse research methodologies. Thus,
we have chosen this phrase as the theme of this congress, as it
speaks to the very essence of orthopedic basic research in our
country, and wewould like to send it as a message to the next gen-
eration of young orthopedic surgeons.
Orthopedic practice has recently made dramatic advances, but
numerous unknown and unresolved issues remain. Orthopedic
surgeons have been assigned the duty of analyzing these issues
and fostering the development of the next generation of medical
care matching the needs of society. To that end, it is necessary to
nurture not only clinicians who have basic wisdom and skill but
also those who have a research mindset. Engaging in basic
research while still young is crucial for cultivating the research
mindset. The starting point for all research requires having endless
curiosity and a constant desire to knowwhy, as well as the spirit of
inquiry necessary to ﬁnd the answer. While the ultimate goal of
basic research performed by clinicians is to provide a clinical res-
olution, it is important that orthopedic research not only have a
direct clinical relevance but also relate to fundamental locomotor
science, which is the cornerstone of future developments in the
ﬁeld of orthopedics. Furthermore, it is of utmost importance to
have a clear research objective which is based on having sufﬁcient
information that has been gained both from leading researchers
and from the scientiﬁc literatures. The rate at which the recent
fundamental research has been progressing is remarkable. Thus,
in order to continue research at an international level, we think
it is essential to proactively engage in collaborative research along
with researchers from differing areas of specialty. In the course of
furthering one's research, although it is common that things do not
go as planned and that the results are not what we expect, research
demands an attitude in which one tenaciously aspires to ﬁnd an
answer to the initial research question through the logical veriﬁca-
tion of the research process and derived results. The achievementhttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jos.2016.06.006
0949-2658/© 2016 The Japanese Orthopaedic Association. Published by Elsevier B.V. Allrise to a profound sense of joy and satisfaction on the part of the
researcher but also cultivate a research mindset as the researcher
goes through the research process, bringing about profound
growth of the researcher as a physician. Moreover, be it by research
or clinical practice or by instruction of junior clinicians, this
growth will always serve a purpose, which we believe leads to
the future of orthopedic medicine in this country.
To give one of the special lectures in this year's annual research
meeting, Dr. Yukihide Iwamoto, prior President of the Japanese Or-
thopaedic Association, will present “Messages to the future ortho-
pedic surgeons in Japan.” Dr. Hiroaki Mitsuya, one of the world's
premiere developers of HIV therapeutic drugs, will present on
the “Development of therapeutics for HIV infection and AIDS: an
attempt of one physician.” Dr. Mathias Bostrom, President of the
2016 Annual Meeting of the Orthopaedic Research Society, will
also give a presentation on the topic, “Animal models of peripros-
thetic joint infection.” As for invited lecturers, Drs. Roland Baron,
Anne-Marie Malfait, Elazer Zelzer, Yasunori Okada, and Yuji Hiraki
will present the recent ﬁndings and future developments from the
fundamental research in their respective ﬁelds. We are also host-
ing 10 different instructional lectures by physicians whose leading
research studies are paving the way for further development of
fundamental orthopedic research. For symposia and panel discus-
sions, 15 themes have been chosen from ﬁelds which are both in
conformation with the needs of the next generation of clinical
practice and are expected to have innovative advances. Topics
include “Achievement of basic researches against orthopedic
intractable diseases,” “First line of sarcopenia study,” “Mechanobi-
ology of musculoskeletal system,” and “Brain mechanism concern-
ing musculoskeletal chronic pain.” We look forward to ardent
discussions regarding the present and future challenges on each
of these themes. Meanwhile, 310 general oral presentations and
320 poster presentations will cover a total of 630 topics, which
we anticipate to be of high caliber and accompanied by active
discussions.
This year, there have been serious concerns regarding the
Kumamoto earthquakes, which consecutively struck on the eve-
ning of April 14 and during the early hours of April 16. We are
extremely grateful to the outpouring of encouragement and sup-
port from association members across the country. It was an un-
precedented disaster, with the number of totally or partially
destroyed buildings, beginning with the Kumamoto Castle, the
symbol of Kumamoto, exceeding 20,000. However, we believe
the collective efforts of the staffs of the Department of Orthopaedic
Surgery in Kumamoto University and to push preparations forward
will be equal to the task of hasting an academic meeting of thisrights reserved.
Editorial / Journal of Orthopaedic Science 21 (2016) 569e570570magnitude and will make this year's annual meeting a rewarding
one for all those who will be in attendance.
With the rapidly aging society of Japan today, the expectations
placed upon orthopedic medicine, which focuses on locomotion,
one of the cornerstone of healthy longevity, will only become
greater as time goes on. In order to respond to the needs of our
changing society and to provide safe and high-quality medical
treatment, a ceaseless accumulation of basic research that fully
supports clinical medicine is absolutely necessary. A vast number
of excellent research outcomes presented in the past annual
research meetings have been highly praised by the international
community and have made great contributions to the advance-
ment of orthopedic practice. We hope that this year's meeting,with its presentations of the latest research outcomes and active
discussions, will make even further contributions to the advance-
ment of basic medicine and the development of medical treat-
ments, and inspire the research mindset of our junior clinicians.Hiroshi Mizuta
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